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Request and Delegation of Authority to Chairperson to 

Enter into a Joint Funding Agreement with U.S. Geological Survey  

For the Continuation of Low-Flow Monitoring Stations on  

Maui, Moloka‘i, and Hawai‘i as Part of the Statewide Monitoring Needs Program 

 
 

SUMMARY OF REQUEST: 

 

Staff recommends that the Commission on Water Resource Management (Commission) enter 

into a Joint Funding Agreement (Agreement) with the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) for the 

continuation of previously installed low-flow monitoring stations not currently part of the annual 

cooperative monitoring agreement.   
 

BACKGROUND: 

 

The 2019 Update to the Water Resource Protection Plan identified a need to monitor the 

hydrological consequences of climate change across the State.  Further, the Statewide 

Monitoring Needs Assessment published by the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS SIR 2020-5115) 

identified the location of new streamflow monitoring stations needed to fully implement a 

hydrological monitoring network to help track shifts in water availability and characterize 

hydrological processes associated with the consequences of climate change.  Some of these 

stations were established temporarily as part of a statewide low-flow study.  These stations 

gather data continuously, but do not have the ability to provide data in real-time.  The data 

collection portion of the statewide study will be completed on September 30, 2021.  However, 

for the benefit of resource managers, improved understanding of climate effects on low-flow 

conditions, the continuity of data, and the development of instream flow standards, staff are 

proposing to continue the operation of a subset of stations (Table 1). 
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Table 1.  Currently active low-flow continuous monitoring stations maintained by the US Geological Survey (USGS) funded by 
this Agreement. Station number, island, station name. 

Station 
number 

Island Station name 
CWRM FFY2022 

cost 
Notes 

16409000 Molokai 
Waihanau Stream nr 

Kalaupapa 
$18,700 

Potential climate change monitoring station; historically 

a DHHL water resource 

16417800 Molokai 
LB Honoulimaloo 

Str US diversion 
$18,700 

Potential climate change monitoring station; index 

station for East Molokai IIFS 

16522950 Maui 
Piinaau Str 470ft US 

Koolau Ditch 
$18,700 

Index station for East Maui IIFS; Potential climate 

change monitoring station 

16717815 Hawaii 

Manowaiopae 

Stream near Spencer 

Road 

$18,700 
Potential climate change monitoring station; USDA 

Forest Service co-funding station 

16757000 Hawaii 
Waikoloa Stream nr 

Kamuela 
$18,700 

Index station for potential IIFS; County drinking water 

supply; climate change monitoring station 

16751500 Hawaii 
Awini Puali Gulch 

US Kohala Ditch 
$18,700 Potential climate change monitoring station 

16717700 Hawaii 
Hakalau Stream nr 

alt 1300 ft 
$34,200 

Potential climate change monitoring station; additional 

costs related to permitting and installation of upgraded 

station; $8,200 to be paid by DOT 

  Total cost $146,400  

 

The continuation of data collection for these low-flow stations will bridge the gap between the 

existing network of continuous monitoring stations and the full implementation of real-time 

continuous monitoring, which may take additional time due to limitations in funding and the 

length of the permitting process necessary to upgrade these stations. 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW (CHAPTER 343) 

 

Hawai‘i Revised Statutes (HRS) Chapter 343 is triggered due to the use of State funds.  

However, Chapter 343 does not apply because this is a data collection and research study. 

 

Hawaii Administrative Rule §11-200.1-16(a) provides that “each agency, through time and 

experience, may develop its own exemption list consistent with both the letter and intent 

expressed in this subchapter and in chapter 343, HRS, of: (1), Routine activities and ordinary 

functions within the jurisdiction or expertise of the agency that by their nature do not have the 

potential to individually or cumulatively adversely affect the environment more than negligibly 

and that the agency considers to not rise to the level of requiring chapter 343, HRS, 

environmental review.” 
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The Commission’s Comprehensive Exemption List, concurred with by the Environmental 

Council on January 5, 2021, provides for Exemption Type 5, “Basic data collection, research, 

experimental management, and resource and infrastructure testing and evaluation activities that 

do not result in a serious or major disturbance to an environmental resource;” Part 1, “Conduct 

surveys or collect data on existing environmental conditions (e.g., water flow, water quality, 

hydrologic conditions, geologic conditions, rainfall amounts, etc.).” 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

 

Staff recommends that the Commission:  

 

1. Authorize the Chairperson to enter into a Joint Funding Agreement between the 

Commission on Water Resource Management and the  U.S. Geological Survey 

from June 1, 2021 to September 30, 2022 to undertake the specified monitoring 

activities. 

 

2. Delegate authority to the Chairperson to modify the list of monitoring stations, 

provided that there is no increase in cost to the Commission. 

 

The terms of this agreement may be subject to the availability of funding and the approval of the 

Chairperson and the Department’s Deputy Attorney General.  Contract execution would be done 

in accordance with Chapter 103D, HRS, and Chapter 3-122, Hawai‘i Administrative Rules. 

 

Ola i ka wai, 

 

 

 

M. KALEO MANUEL 

Deputy Director 

 

Exhibits 

1. U.S. Geological Survey, Pacific Islands Water Science Center, Joint Funding Agreement, 

April 22, 2021. 

 

 

APPROVED FOR SUBMITTAL: 

 

 

 

SUZANNE D. CASE 

Chairperson 

 

 

 

https://stateofhawaii.na1.adobesign.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAqUnMtu3HJWZSgUO3bLP0NgQIb0On2udq
https://stateofhawaii.na1.adobesign.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAqUnMtu3HJWZSgUO3bLP0NgQIb0On2udq
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